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Odyssey

Books 17-24

Book 17

1. What do the episodes of Melanthios striking Odysseus by the spring, and Antinoos striking Odysseus in his house contribute to the plot?

2. Describe the episode of Argos, the dog.  What does this contribute to the story?

Book 18

3. (125-156) What does this speech of Odysseus suggest about his character?

4. (155-156, 346-348) What do these lines suggest about Homer’s view of the relationship between divine control and human responsibility?  Why does Athene provoke the suitors this way? (see also 20.284-286)

Book 19

5. What was Penelope’s trick of the web?

6. How does Eurykleia almost give Odysseus away?

7. (406-409) What does Odysseus’ name mean?

8. What is Penelope’s dream of the geese and what is Odysseus’ interpretation?

Book 20

9. What two omens does Odysseus receive early in this book?

10. (345-357) What is Theoklymenes’ vision and how do the suitors react to it?  Why?

Book 21
11. (235-241) What preparatory instructions does Odysseus give to his loyal followers before he enters the Contest of the Bow?

12. Describe the contest.  What does Penelope promise the beggar (Odysseus) if he succeeds in stringing the bow?
Book 22

13. (48-53) After Antinoos is down, what does Eurymachos say was Antinoos’ real goal?

14. (205-299) How does Athene get involved in the battle?

15. (407-417) What does Odysseus’ rebuke of Eurykleia suggest about his code of ethics?

16. (440-476) Why does Odysseus punish the servants so harshly? (consider lines 149-150, 168-169, 423-425, 462-464, along with Antinoos’ goal in 52-53).  What does Odysseus consider the overall crime that has been going on in his palace for three years to be?

Book 23

17. (130-140) Why does Odysseus want the singer to play dancing songs?

18. (108-110) By what sign does Penelope finally realize that it’s really Odysseus?

19. (210-212) What reason does Penelope give for their long separation?

Book 24 

20. (Compare 191-202 with 11.441-456) How has the soul of Agamemnon changed his mind about Penelope?  What might be the purpose of this scene in Hades?

21. How does Laertes prove Odysseus’ identity?

22. What do you think of the ending of the story? 
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